The Native in the Brazilian Family             17 5

depopulation in an infernal manner. They were methods accompanied
by a great loss of life, possibly greater than in the capture and trans-
port of Africans. Speaking of the expeditions carried out in the Ama-
zon region by way of supplying slaves or "help" (administrados) for
the plantations of Maranhao and Para, Joao Lucio de Azevedo tells
us that when these undertakings were successful, "only half arrived
at their destination; one can imagine what happened in the case of the
others." 305 And the historian reminds us of these words of Vieira:
"However many they enslaved, there were always more who died.
... A contributing factor here," he goes on to explain, "was the
labor that the slaves had to perform on the plantations, especially the
sugar plantations, which was too heavy for Indians unaccustomed to
such continuous and back-breaking toil. In addition to the diseases
that these inferior races always acquire upon contact with the whites,
the ill treatment they received was a cause of illness and death, not-
withstanding the laws against it that were repeatedly promulgated.
With regard to the torture to which they were subjected, we have
but to remember that it was the common practice to brand the cap-
tives with a hot iron in order to distinguish them from the freedmen,
and also to .enable their masters to recognize them." 306

The wars waged by the Portuguese, with an obvious technical
superiority on their side, by way of repressing or punishing the In-
dians likewise had much .to do with the depopulation of the native
stock.307 The victors not infrequently displayed their superiority over
the vanquished by tying the latter to the cannon's mouth and "scat-
tering to great distances their dilacerated members."308 Or else they
would inflict upon them tortures taken from classical antiquity and
adapted to conditions in the wilds of America. One of these methods,
which had been employed by Tullus Hostilius, consisted in tying the
victim to two fiery horses, then releasing the animals in opposite direc-
tions. In the far north of Brazil this horrible "punishment" was modi-
fied by substituting for the horses a couple of canoes to which the
Indian was bound; the canoes being paddled away from each other,
the unfortunate one's body was torn in two.309 In Maranhao and in
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